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Within Foodbank Walls

  Who Should I Contact With Questions or Concerns About...

Resources Outside of the Partner Agency Services Team
The Community Impact Team – Nancy, Tiara, and Mia – develops programs that increase healthy food options and access to
individuals in low-access, low-income communities and focuses in addressing the root causes of hunger and food insecurity
that move people toward self-sufficiency: healthcare, higher education, housing, employment, and financial literacy.
Additionally, this team is the point of contact for all items regarding Food Hubs and the Nourishing Our Neighbors program.

Priyangka, the Health Equity Programs Manager, provides guidance related to health equity and nutrition programs to
improve food equity and healthy food nutrition education. She works with partner agencies on conversion to a healthy
client-choice food pantry model and is also the main point of contact for the Healthy Food Pantry program.

  Food for Thought

Don’t miss the Summer 2022 newsletter!

Click the image to
download a copy!

  Large-Scale Distribution  

Team Foodbank executed another impactful large-
scale distribution – this time with no additional

partners – on June 7th that served 1,536 households.

https://foodbankonline.org/2022/06/01/summer-2022-newsletter-2/
https://foodbankonline.org/agency-access/agency-toolbox/
https://foodbankonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Questions-Flow-Chart.pdf
https://foodbankonline.org/2022/06/01/summer-2022-newsletter-2/


The 618 Launch Planning Team is preparing for a series of events to highlight the work that the Foodbank is doing in Western
Tidewater starting with the launch and ribbon-cutting of the new building at 618 South Street and accompanied by an inaugural
large-scale drive-thru distribution at Paul D. Camp Community College. Both events are expected to be held during Hunger Action
Month in September.

This five-member core team has helped to keep things running smoothly during the pandemic and allowed our Western Tidewater
staff time to recruit enough local volunteers to help carry the load. Because of their efforts, the Foodbank is now able to serve more
clients in need at our new facility at 618 South Street in Franklin. These women are true examples of consistent and committed
service to our food insecure neighbors. As the benefactors of their services, we here at the Western Tidewater branch are truly
grateful for their generous hearts.

  Give Local 757

On May 10, the Foodbank joined the Peninsula Community Foundation and other local nonprofits in a 24-hour giving initiative to
spark and grow local philanthropy. Since its inception, the annual giving day has generated over $7.1 million from more than 70,000
donors for hundreds of local nonprofits. This year, Give Local 757 had more participating organizations for donors to choose from
than ever before, with 244 organizations participating as compared to only 218 organizations in 2021. Despite the additional
friendly competition, the Foodbank emerged as #4 on the leaderboard for our total amount of $67,115 raised!

The Foodbank, in partnership with the National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC),
was excited to welcome back the Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive on Saturday, May 14.
The traditional food drive returned this year after a two-year hiatus because of the
Coronavirus pandemic.

The country's largest one-day food drive provided residents with an easy way to
donate food to those in need. Customers simply left their donations of non-perishable
food items next to their mailbox before the delivery of their mail. Letter carriers
collected these food donations – 41,205 pounds this year – along their postal routes
and turned them in at the Foodbank. Norfolk’s Page Station won the Most Pounds Per
Capita by Station award and will be presented with a trophy this summer.

  618 South Street Progress Report

A little progress each day adds up to big results. Nearly 17,000 square feet, the
new Western Tidewater Branch and Community Produce Hub will feature a large
warehouse area, as well as collaborative workspaces for programs aimed at
addressing the root causes of food insecurity, namely workforce development,
education, housing, healthcare, and financial literacy. Together, Team Foodbank,
with the support of community leaders, will soon be in a position to more
effectively conduct its mission to help people facing food insecurity and move
them toward a path of self-sufficiency.
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  Meet the Women of Western Tidewater

Philanthropy comes in many different forms but always starts with a generous
heart. The acts of giving of our time, talent, and treasure are all significant. The
Foodbank’s Western Tidewater branch has been very fortunate to have a team of
five core volunteers – Mahama Grayson, Rhonda Scott, Darlene Jackson, Ruby
Helleby, and Laura Mitcham – providing consistent service since the fall of 2020.
Each of these women travel 80+ miles round trip to serve our Healthy Food Pantry
and Community Produce Hub programs on a regular basis. These volunteers not
only give the gift of their time, but they are also making financial sacrifices by
commuting at their own expense.

  NALC Stamp Out Hunger

Nearly 14,000 pounds of donated product was distributed to partner agencies the week following the one-day food drive and the
remainder was be sorted through and sent to our branches on the Eastern Shore and in Western Tidewater.



LFF is special to us in Southeastern Virginia as it started over 30 years ago inside our organization before
expanding statewide. The 16th Annual Statewide Legal Food Frenzy (LFF) raised $352,409 and collected
36,307 pounds of food for the seven Virginia food banks and their 1,500 partner agencies. This was the first
“normal” LFF initiative since before the pandemic in April 2019. Our network of food banks around the
Commonwealth and the state’s legal community showed up in full force to fundraise, collect food and
other necessities, and volunteer.

  16th Annual Legal Food Frenzy

Thirty-four participating teams in our service area raised an impressive $72,516.70 and collected 29,934 pounds of food, including
non-perishable food, lean protein, hygiene items, and baby products. We celebrated our regional winner, Roussos & Barnhart P.L.C.,
and the recipient of two statewide awards, Smithfield Foods Legal Dept., at an awards ceremony hosted by Attorney General Jason
Miyares earlier this summer.

The President’s Volunteer
Service Award is an
opportunity to honor our
most outstanding volunteers
and recognize the impact
they make. Congratulations
to all our recipients!

GOLD
Venetta Crawford

Sara Throckmorton
Anne Voegeli

Gail Thompson
Sandra Ethridge

BRONZE
Bebe Bridges
Valerie Tuck
Scott Nunes

Madeline Mesina
Rachel Rosenhouse

Kathleen McGaughey
Luis Seuc

Gypsy Steele
Alicia Mitchell

Mohamed Elmustafa
Jeffrey Forsythe

SILVER
Harrison Whitus

Darcy Fleenor

Together, these
Foodbank volunteers

donated over 7,000 hours
of their time. 

  The President's Volunteer Service Award

  Advocacy Updates

Elected Officials Visit the Foodbank
Elected officials play a pivotal role in addressing hunger in Virginia. They can use their influence to
raise awareness about food insecurity, urge the passing of legislation that strengthens programs and increases efficiency, and work
with state agencies to ensure that effective policies are in place to help struggling communities and our neighbors who are facing
chronic hunger.

On July 7, several key legislators visited the Foodbank to meet Chris and while here, they learned about the challenges of inflation,
supply chain disruptions, driver shortages, and other needs. During the tour, we also thanked Congressman Scott for his
championship of the Keep Kids Fed Act of 2022 and Congresswoman Luria for selecting our mobile Eastern Shore project to be
voted upon in Congress for a funding opportunity.

Attendees included:
Congressman Bobby Scott, VA-03
Congresswoman Elaine Luria, VA-02
Mr. Drew Lumpkin, District Director for Senator Mark Warner

Did you know?
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) provides a monthly benefit to households through an Electronic Benefits
Card (EBT) to supplement the purchase of nutritious foods. Eligibility for SNAP benefits is based on financial and nonfinancial
criteria. SNAP Community Access Manager Linwood Brown has been busy establishing connections with both our community
partners and neighbors. Some recent happenings include participation in a STOP the Violence March in Franklin and a collaboration
with Eastern Shore Community College, where the need for SNAP benefits is high. Additionally, a community outreach schedule has
been established to highlight where SNAP access has been facilitated and where it will be headed. If you have any questions,
referrals, opportunities, or input, please connect with Linwood.

Ms. Diane Kaufman, District Director for Senator Tim Kaine
Delegate Jackie Glass, 89th District
Delegate Clinton Jenkins, 76th District
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  United Way Trailblazer Award

Thank you to the United Way for inviting us to the annual Employee Campaign Leader Summit and Awards Luncheon on May 4. It
was inspiring to be in the same room as so many individuals, companies, and organizations that are committed to helping our
community thrive. We are honored to accept the Silver Trailblazer Award for our 2021 workplace campaign. Thank you, also, to Team
Foodbank for not only helping us raise money for worthy causes through the United Way, but also for continuing to strengthen
connections between our team and the neighbors that we serve.



  Foodbank to Institute Fees Beginning January 1, 2023

Congratulations to the new Agency Advisory Council Chair, Renyatta Banks! Renyatta is the
innovative and driven Executive Director at Wesley Community Service Center who has
distinguished herself throughout the past 20+ years, executing highly-effective leadership and
outreach strategies. She has expertise in identifying and initiating strategies to deliver programs
that elevate performance levels of a diverse population. If anyone can follow Kay O’Reilly’s three-
year reign as AAC Chair, its Renyatta!
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  Hot Sheet Reminders

The QR code on this flyer takes you to the Foodbank’s website where you can find a food pantry open by zip code or city. The
Agency Toolbox on the website has a Spanish version as well. Please consider printing these for your clients.

Agency Archives

  Kay O’Reilly Passes On the Torch

Purchased product: We will begin charging partners for select product purchased by the Foodbank. This will be most evident in
your AE3 orders. Donated product will remain free of charge.
Deliveries: Delivery fees and minimum poundage requirements will be instituted for non-USDA transportation. Details coming
in September 2022.
Restocking: If an agency doesn’t pick up their product within two days of their appointment, they will be charged a restocking
fee. This practice was in place pre-pandemic and has been on hold. The restocking fee will be reinstated.

I’m sure you’ve gathered that the Foodbank is always transforming, and it is our promise to keep our partners informed along the
way. The past couple of years have truly presented unprecedented times. The spotlight placed on food insecurity has become even
brighter. To address this demand from our neighbors in need, the Foodbank took down as many barriers to obtain and provide
food as possible. That included the Foodbank absorbing several expenses that were previously recovered through other means. The
costliest of these items is purchased food. For instance, pre-pandemic the Foodbank would budget just under $1M per year for
purchased food. Last fiscal year, and again this fiscal year, we budgeted in excess of $5M dollars for purchased food. Increases like
this are not sustainable when all purchased food is given away at zero cost.

Beginning January 1, 2023, the Foodbank will institute fees for:

There are some exceptions which have already been communicated to agencies. 

It is our priority to provide more information – including exact terms to help agencies plan and budget – by September 1. Until
then, we are collaborating amongst each other and with food banks in the Feeding America network to determine fair and
adequate prices. 

Monthly partner agency reports are due on the 1st of every month. If the monthly report is not submitted by the 7th day of the
month, the agency account will be placed on hold until the reports have been received. Send all reports – including but not
limited to TEFAP, inventory, temp charts, monthly reports, food rescue, etc. to fsevareports@foodbankonline.org. This email
account has been set up so that it can be monitored by multiple team members in the Agency and Program Services
department and ensures that record keeping remains accurate.

Effective September 1, the Marketplace will be open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8:00-11:00am and
Thursday from 3:00-5:00pm. The Marketplace will no longer be open on Saturdays.

To access Hot Sheet resources, Foodbank contact lists, and our annual calendar, see the Weekly Hot Sheet tab on the Agency
Access webpage  or click here.

https://foodbankonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Find-Food-assistance-QR-half-sheet-flyer.pdf
https://foodbankonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Find-Food-assistance-QR-half-sheet-flyer.pdf
https://foodbankonline.org/agency-access/agency-toolbox/
https://foodbankonline.org/agency-access/agency-toolbox/


Reimagining Foodbanking

  MFAN Partnership
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  What Are Summer Food Service Programs?

Another Impactful Distribution
On May 21, Military Family Advisory Network's (MFAN) drive-thru distribution served 704 military
and veteran households. Thank you to our friends at MFAN, volunteers, and Foodbank team
members – John, Angel, and Michelle – for stepping up and serving our neighbors in a nearly
100-degree heat index!

In Recognition for Our Generosity and Support
The Foodbank was recognized by MFAN for our efforts to support its food distributions to
military families and veterans facing food insecurity. Last year, as part of the 1 Million Meals
Challenge, we helped them provide 289,623 meals to households in Hampton Roads. For military
and veteran families specifically, we provided all dry goods and produce for the three drive-thru
events held in 2021, along with $16,925 in grocery gift cards during the December distribution,
supporting a total of 1,974 military and veteran households.

For children facing food insecurity, the school year gives them one thing they can count on: at least one warm nutritious meal,
thanks to the National School Lunch program. Many also benefit from a variety of other programs offered by the Foodbank, such as
the At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program and Kids Cafés. But what happens when the school year ends? That’s when the Foodbank
pivots and begins supporting a wide range of summer feeding programs administered by our partners.

Each program serves up to two meals a day, on-site, offering a combination of breakfast, lunch, and/or a snack. Depending on each
location’s capacity, some prepare hot meals daily while others serve ready-made sandwiches along with fruit, a vegetable, and milk.
This summer, the Foodbank is sponsoring summer feeding sites in Norfolk, Virginia Beach, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Franklin, Western
Tidewater, and the Eastern Shore. Locations can include recreation centers, community and youth organizations, libraries, and faith-
based organizations.

  Recite Me

Our website has a new feature!
The Recite Me cloud-based assistive technology toolbar makes our website digitally inclusive by allowing visitors to customize the
content so that they can consume it in ways that works best for them. To access the Recite Me toolbar, select “Accessibility Tools” in
the main toolbar on our website, foodbankonline.org.

Our Community Cares

  Thank You, Volunteers!

Our Western Tidewater
team, Teri and Cliff, are
examples of what it
means to go above
and beyond for their
community. Volunteers
were greeted with
signs, balloons, photos,
thank you cards, and
of course, something
sweet at nearly all of their feeding sites throughout Volunteer
Appreciation Month in April. "I really, really appreciate our
volunteers and couldn't do it without them," says Teri. "I wish I
could do even more."

Team Tasley showed their
appreciation for our Eastern
Shore volunteers during a
lunch reception on April 22.
The spread ranged from
hamburgers and hotdogs
to freshly made donuts
from Corner Bakery in
Onancock. Certificates and
t-shirts were given out to
all in attendance. It was a
true team effort and made for a fun-filled afternoon.

https://www.facebook.com/MilitaryFANet/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXnNzBVp7X2lrpiu5x_rLsuHbFVX9NUkJvt4t3Bxa3wLFOwGYpo-ZXYxNm6Y_dZgB95ED4rN8BEqLtrXMxtzpclh5WcvwOX7i_ghnDE5vbNSAzEYYxTFD8aFaBb73IGMaY4wVcpFcrg61eH60XOqT-lKKD5rT_4aXWDMjKqZqAWyMdO1MXYh09kmK7VQqFkBLprQLwhPgqSfyxUsUAXzzz1&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.mfan.org/topic/food-insecurity/1-million-meals-challenge/
https://foodbankonline.org/
https://foodbankonline.org/


Our community can support the Foodbank in a variety of ways – through food, funds, time, and voice – all of which helps get food
on the plates of the people who need it most. Check out what some of our generous neighbors have been up to lately!

  Neighbors Supporting Neighbors
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As part of the Hubs Hearts
Program, our partners at The

Hubs Vine volunteered and put
together 500 meal kits fort he

BackPack Program.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet one of our youngest
volunteers, Zach! He is

committed to ending hunger and
food insecurity in our

community, and recently made a
presentation to his classmates

about his experiences as a
Foodbank donor and volunteer

for a school empathy project.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brothers Myron Simon Jr. and
Justin Carr assisted the Brothers

of Alpha Phi Lambda and Phi
Alpha in packing 600 boxes to

help curb food insecurity in our
community.

 

FOOD

Our neighbors at Assembly held a
food drive and collected enough

items to provided 161 meals.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Episcopal Church of the Good
Shepherd donated over 600 boxes
of cereal on May 26 – and they had
fun with it! We loved being there to

see their domino run in action.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Country music star Brad Paisley is a
food security advocate. While on
tour, he teams up with local food

banks to host food drives. This
year’s Virginia Beach show brought
in enough food drive donations to

provide 1,686 meals.
 

Our generous supporters at Kroger
are matching Give Local 757

donations up to$40,000.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are so thankful for the
generous donation from our
friends and #GreatGivers at

Hendrick Chevrolet. Because of
them, we are able to provide

42,740 more nutritious meals to
our neighbors experiencing
hunger and food insecurity.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of a commitment to
combat food insecurity on the
Eastern Shore, Perdue Farms
delivered a $25,000 grant to

support the Foodbank’s school
Backpack Program and 10,000
pounds of nutritious protein to

feed food insecure families.
 
 

We teamed up with Healthy Living
Center at the Community Feed at
Jordan-Newby to bring awareness
to nutrition and healthy cooking as

a way of treating and preventing
diabetes, hypertension, and

obesity.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Latinos in Virginia Empowerment
Center used the power of their
voice at a resource fair to bring
awareness to food insecurity.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virginia State Delegate Anne
Ferrell Tata took to social media to

spread awareness about food
insecurity in our community while

serving prepared meals to
neighbors in need.

 

FUNDS TIME VOICE

Client stories help raise awareness of hunger and drive community engagement, fundraising, and volunteerism. If you have a story to
share, please reach out to David Brandt, Senior Director of Communications, at dbrandt@fodbankonline.org. If you would like to be
featured in the next Partnering with Purpose newsletter, please contact Mallory Reckling, Internal and Partner Communications
Manager, at mreckling@foodbankonline.org.

  Share Your Impact

mailto:dbrandt@fodbankonline.org

