[ The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) -
Written Notice of Beneficiary Rights

H Name of Organization:

Coniact Information for Program Staff: Name
~ Phone Number
Email Address

Because TEFAP is supported in whole or in part by financial assistance from the
Federal Government, we are required to let you know that—
. We may not discriminate against you on the basis of religion or religious
belief, a refusal to hold a religious belief, or a refusal to attend o
- patticipate in a religious practice;
. We :nay not require you to attend or participate in any explicitly
- religious activities that are offered by us, and any participation by you in
these activities must be purely vohmtary: : '

*  Wemust separate in time or location any privately funded explicitly
religious activities from activities supported with USDA. direct
assistance;

. I you object to the religious character of our organization, we must
make reasonable efforts to identify and refer you to an alfernate provider
to which you have no objection. We cannot guaraniee, however, that in
every instance, an alternate provider will be available; and '

*  Youmay report violations of these protections (including denials of
services or benefits) by an organization to the State agency
(http:/fwww.fns.usda.gov/fdd/food-distribution-contacts). The State
agency will respond to the complaint and report the alleged violations to
their respective USDA FNS Regional Office

(hitp:/fwrerw.fns.usda. gov/fns-regional-offices).

We must provide you with this written notioe'beforé you enroll in TEFAP or
receive services from TEFAP, as required by 7 CFR pat 16.

Alternate Servicé Location(s) or State Agency Contact Information:

Name of Organization and Contact Person
Il Phone Number
Email Address

1l ‘ This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

—



USDA
I oried stetes Department of Agricultare

7 CER Part 16 ~ Equal Opportunity for Religions Organizations
Clarification for Farth-Based Organizations Operating The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAR) and

The Commodity Supplementaf Food Program {CSFP)
Putpose —~Ensures that religious organizations have & level playing fisld when participating itt USDA programs

Rights of Religlous Organizations Operating TERAP or CSEP

% ENB and TEFAP/CSFP State agencies, in the selection of service providers, are prohibited from
diseriminating for or against an organization based on fhat organization®s religious character or
affiliation. _

% Decisions about awards of USDA assistance must be free from political interference,

€ Organizations can retain thejr independence.

% Organizations can uss their facilities to provide services without removing refigious matexials,

Responsibilities of Organizations Participating in TEFAP or CSEP

¢ Organizations must not discriminate against program participants or prospective participants on the
basis of religion, religious belief, a refusal to hold a religious belief, or a refusal to attend or
participate in & religious practice. _

% Organizations may not engags in explicitly religious activities as part of TEFAP or CSFP. This
includes activities that involve overt religious content, such as worship, religious instruction, or
proselytization,

% Organizations must not require program participants or prospective participants to participate in
explicitly religious activities in order to receive TRFAP or CSFP. Ifthere is an explicitly religious
activily that takes place af the distribution site, it must be separate in time or loeation.

% Organizations must make it clear that explicitly religlous activities are not endorsed by the USDA.

% Organizations cannot use TEFAP or CSFP funds to support any explicitly religious activitles,
speech, or materials.

% Beneficiary Protections — for more information see Poliey Memoran&um FD -138: Clarification an
Written Notice and Referval Requirements for Religious Organizations.

EXAMPLE DO’s & DON’TS FOR ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING TEFAP or CSEP

Itis aceeptable fo.., It is pnacceptablc fo...
Have a cross hanging on 2 wall at the food distribution Require participants to stand by the cross and recite a
faoility, : prayer prior to receiving USDA. Foods.
Have a menorah on a table at the food distribution Refuse USDA Foods to participants who do not
facility during the holiday season. praciice the Jewish faith.
Have 2 display stand at the front/back of the facility . S
- Insext faith-based parphlets in bags or boxes when
that contains faith-tased pamphlets for anyone . .
interested, distributirig USDA Foods,
e . . Force or encourage participants to have a religious

gav?ba Fastorfc;;;glzr rchg:ous official assist with the conversation with the pastor or official pilorto

i e receiving USDA Foods.

USDATs an Equal Dpporiunity Provider, Employer and Lender




